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Daily News Photo by AISHA-ZAKIYA BOYD Traffic 
and pedestrians have an easy trip through Smith Bay 
on Friday after a Public Works crew cleared out a 
drainage ditch and repaired the crater-like potholes on 
Coki Point Road.

BY ALDETH LEWIN (DAILY NEWS STAFF)
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ST. THOMAS - Public Works Commissioner designee Gustav 
James made good on his word to fix Coki Point Road this week.

The pitted road that has been covered with water for months is 
now dry, and crews are patching the worst of the crater-like 
potholes as a temporary fix.

The Public Works Department also has a plan under way for a 
more permanent solution to the road, which thousands of tourists 
travel on every season.

James said Public Works crews cleared out a section of a 
drainage gut which allowed the water to empty off the road and 
into the wetland area between the road and Water Bay.

"We cleaned it in the area that we were allowed to clean," he 
said.

A section of the drainage gut further in, on the Margaritaville 
property, is clogged with mangroves and will require the 
permission of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to clear because 
the mangrove and other wetland species are protected.

James said the next phase for repairing the road will be to raise 
up a section of it by about 18 inches and install drainage culverts 
that will allow the water that flows into the area to pass 
underneath the road and out to the gut.

Public Works plans to do that project using in-house labor and 
materials, and it will cost about $250,000, which will be taken 
from the department's annual operating budget, according to 
James.

"We're going to use the materials we have in stock, and we're 
going to get it done," he said.

The new road will be concrete, which will last longer than 
asphalt, James said.

James said the project will begin within 60 days.

The rest of the road repairs will be put out to bid and a contractor 
will be hired.

James said he anticipates that raising the road and putting in the 
drainage system will mean the wetland area on the Margaritaville 
property can be left alone.

"I'm trying to get to where we don't need that," he said. "Then they can leave the wetland as it is, rather than 
draining it."

- Contact Aldeth Lewin at 714-9111 or email alewin@dailynews.vi.
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